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This letter addressed to the scattered Christians of (modern day) northern Turkey was written by

the apostle Peter to first century believers undergoing persecution for their faith. Like us today

they were facing tough economic environments. People professing paganism and Emperor

worship were preferred in business dealings of the time and thus Christians were often

economically disadvantaged as well as persecuted for their faith. 

 

The great reformer, Martin Luther, referred to the book as “one of the noblest books in the New

Testament.” It has also been called, “the most condensed New Testament resume of the

Christian faith and of the conduct that it inspires.” Peter was giving the Christians of the time

practical instructions on how to live in a world dominated by paganism. 

 

Although we seldom think of our world as being ‘pagan,’ much of the persecution those

Christians faced is the same as the opposition we face. In the pagan world many religions were

tolerated as long as none of them claimed to be the ‘only way’ to God. We face the same

environment today where religious pluralism and humanistic tolerance dominate the ideological

landscape. Almost any belief system is allowed and valued as long as it doesn’t claim to know

absolute truth. Truth is seen as relative to each person’s personal journey. As a result, the

remarkable claim of Jesus to be the only way to the Father is seen as authoritarian, and

destructive. Peter speaks into such environments: clarifying and distilling the Christian doctrine of

salvation and encouraging Christians to unashamedly minister the truth claims of Jesus with love

and compassion in a pluralistic world. 

 

This epistle gives us courage and wisdom to live out the absolute ‘rightness’ of our faith in a world

that is hungry for God and yet unaware of its hunger. It gives us practical ways of being relevant

to a world that has discounted the need for a savior and encourages us to demonstrate His love

in a way that brings about a change of heart for those encountering our lives.

INTRODUCTION 



DEVOTIONAL  DAY 1: 1 PETER 1:1-2

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and

Bithynia,  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit,

for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood:  

May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

1 Peter 1:1–2 (ESV)
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Peter describes the people he is writing to as ‘exiles’ because they had left their homes to

escape persecution. To some degree we are all ‘exiles’ because we are not in our ultimate

home but are ‘in this world but not of the world.’ At the same time, he calls them ‘elect,’ which

means ‘chosen ones.’ The affirmation of being chosen by God outweighs the discomfort of the

world’s opposition toward us. 

 

The disorientation of suffering exile is close to the kind of disorientation many of us are feeling

during the social distance policy applied in the Covid-19 outbreak. Many ways of doing things

no longer work or even apply. Adjusting to new ways of doing things is hard. But in these times

we can remember that we are God’s chosen ones to whom grace and peace are multiplied. 

In what ways have you experienced disorientation? 

How has God’s grace and peace manifested in your life and how can you trust for more of

God’s presence and help in your life? 

Are there people that you can open up to and share your struggles with?

For courage and wisdom to live well in your environment.

Ask that you might experience more of God’s grace and peace.

Think of a few people you know who are far from God, ask God to reveal Himself to them.
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DEVOTIONAL  DAY 2: 1 PETER 1:3-5

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,

he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,

kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 1:3-5
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These verses introduce some of the great concepts of Christianity: born again, living hope,

resurrection from the dead, imperishable inheritance, faith and salvation. In essence, Peter is

saying that we become new people in Jesus who saves us from the destruction of this world and

from our personal failings and brokenness (sin).   He tells us that now we live with the hope of a

good future that is guaranteed by Jesus’ resurrection. We have become heirs of the Kingdom,

and our inheritance, which we enter into by faith, cannot be taken from us and will be revealed

fully to us in the last days.

What does the phrase being ‘born again to a living hope,’ mean for you?

 How will you live out this concept today?

What promises has God made for your future?

For the promises of God to be manifested in your life. 

Think of someone who is struggling and pray for God’s promises to become a reality in

their lives.
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DEVOTIONAL  DAY 3: 1 PETER 1:6-9

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by

various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that

perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at

the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you

do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled

with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1:6-9 (ESV)
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As we rejoice in all that God has done for us, we also note that we are facing various trials.

However, it is these trials that show us how genuine our faith is. Going through trials and difficulty

can sometimes feel like we are caught in a fire. This fire is the crucible that refines our faith and

reveals it to be real resulting in honor for us and glory for God. Our faith is evidenced by the fact

that we love Jesus even though we have not seen Him. Our faith brings us into joy that is greater

than anything we can express and leads to the salvation of our souls.

How has your faith been tested lately?

Is your trust in Jesus producing joy in your life, even when things are tough for you? 

How can you experience and express joy more?

For increased faith in God and joy even in adversity.

Think of someone, other than you, who is going through a hard time, pray for them.
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DEVOTIONAL  DAY 4: 1 PETER 1:10-12

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be

yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ

in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent

glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the

things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good

news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.

1 Peter 1:10-12 (ESV)
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The good news of Jesus is seen here as something that the ancient prophets longed to see and

as something upon which angels long to look. In other words, it is extremely valuable! The Spirit of

Christ in the hearts of the men and women of the Old Testament was speaking to them about

Jesus’ suffering and consequent resurrection and glory. This same Spirit told them of the grace

that would be given to us. In prophesying they were serving us by announcing the great

salvation that would come through Christ.

The good news of Jesus Christ is of infinite value, how have you experienced the value of it in

your life?

How would you tell someone about what the good news of Jesus has meant for you?

For a greater appreciation of the gospel (good news of Jesus) in your life.

For an opportunity to tell someone about what this gospel has meant for you.
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DEVOTIONAL  DAY 5: 1 PETER 1:13-16

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope

fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As

obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,

15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is

written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

1 Peter 1:13-16 (ESV)
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Get ready to do something. Think clearly, knowing that God will empower you. These verses

are filled with commands: prepare your mind, be sober-minded, set your hope, do not be

conformed and be holy. In the Greek two of these commands are dominant: set your hope

and be holy. The others are subordinate to these two. That is, they are linked to, or describe,

the two main commands. That is, having hope is associated with preparing your minds for

action and being sober-minded or thinking clearly. Also, not conforming to the passions of your

former ignorance or living differently to the way you used to live before you knew Christ is

linked to being holy. Action is required to live in the hope that we have, and effort is needed to

reveal the holiness that has been given to us through Christ. These actions and effort are

likened to a child being obedient to their father who clearly knows what is best for him or her.

Because God is a loving and good Father, we can trust Him. This trust is manifested in us

obeying Him.

If thinking clearly results in us having hope, are there areas where a lack of clear thinking has

resulted in a lack of hope in your life?

If trust in our loving Heavenly Father results in holy living, are there areas where a lack of trust in

your Heavenly Father is resulting in a lack of holiness?

Acknowledge areas of hopelessness and unholiness in your life, and give them to God.

Ask Him for a greater capacity to think clearly and trust Him.

Thank Him that He is leading you to greater hope and holiness.

Pray for hope for someone else that you know is feeling hopeless.
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