
WORD

1Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, 
they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful 

and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting 

on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the 

heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very 

precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by 

submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her 

children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman 

as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may 

not be hindered.

1 Peter 3:1–7 (ESV)

Here Peter is continuing his discourse on civic responsibility that he began in 1 Peter 2:13. To his 
instructions on obeying the authorities of the day and on submitting with gentleness and love to 
one’s masters, he now adds instructions about marriage. In Greco-Roman writings of the day we 
find many references to three relational couplets: master/slave, husband/wife and father/child. 
These three sets of relationships were seen in the pagan world of the time as being the 
foundations of an ordered society. Men of all religions were expected to maintain order in 
society by the correct oversight of their slaves, wives and children. On the other hand, slaves, 
wives and children did not attain to the full rights of free men and were expected to remain 
subordinate to the men that oversaw them. Both the apostles Paul and Peter picked up on the 
common themes of the day in addressing these relationships (Eph. 5:21-6:9; Col. 3:18-4:1 and 1 
Peter 3:1-7), Martin Luther called these passages the “household codes.” Although, Paul and 
Peter were using the same format as their non-Christian counterparts their instructions were 
based on Kingdom values and differed vastly from the secular instructions to husbands/wives, 
masters/slave, fathers/children of the day. As we see in the passage above, emphasis is placed 
on inward beauty and righteousness and women (slaves and children also in the other 
passages) are elevated to having an equal inheritance in God’s household. Order in society, for 
both Peter and Paul is created not by one group dominating another but by value and honour 
being given to even the weakest of society and love and compassion being shown at every 
strata of civic life.



How can you ensure that your success in life is driven by internal character and Godliness and 
is not simply an external façade?

How can you show love, compassion and empathy to the vulnerable of society?

Pray for the members of your household. 

Ask that God’s love and honour for all people would pervade the relationships in your home.

APPLICATION

PRAYER



WORD

8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a

humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to 
this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10 For  “Whoever desires to love life and see 

good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11  let him turn 

away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 12  For the eyes of the

Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against 

those who do evil.”

1 Peter 3:8-12 (ESV)

The call to radical love rings through these verses. Love that remains kind and tender under 
provocation; love that blesses in the face of rejection. This is the type of love that Jesus exhibited 
during his life and through the agonies of his trial, whipping and crucifixion. Jesus gave us a new 
commandment that we were to “love one another; just as I [Jesus] have loved you,” (John 
13:34). In addition, Jesus told us that people would identify us as His disciples through the love we 
exhibited for one another (John 13:35). This is love on another level. Love that grabs people’s 
attention because it is in direct opposition to the self-serving of the world. It is a love born out of 
surrender and gratitude to a savior who gave His life for us. However, it is a love that cannot be 
resisted and a love that cannot fail (1 Cor. 13:8 NIV). 

In verses 10-12 Peter is quoting from Psalm 34:12-14. He is expanding his point on radical love but 
also giving us instruction on how to live well as Christians in a fallen world. He lets his readers know 
that God hears our prayers and sees the effort we are making to live well. By implication, the 
Lord is for us as we do what is right as opposed to being against those “who do evil.” When God 
is for us then we can be assured that breakthrough and victory will come, our good deeds will 
prosper and our efforts to do right will bring about a positive outcome. God sees you and He 
hears you. Your good deeds are noticed, and your prayers are heard.



Are there examples of times that someone has loved you beyond your expectation? How has 
that made you feel?

Is there someone you can show radical love to today? How will you do it?

Pray for the grace to love people as Jesus has loved you. Ask Him for opportunities to do it.

APPLICATION

PRAYER



WORD

13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should 
suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in 

your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should 

be God’s will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 

spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not 

obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.

21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but 

as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to him.

1 Peter 3:13-22 (ESV)

Peter tells us here, to have no fear of those who would want to harm you but instead to honour 
Christ in our hearts. He goes on to describe how such internal honour would manifest in our 
actions — “always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you.” He finishes by letting us know how complete Jesus victory at the Cross 
was. 

Do you know how to articulate the gospel? Can you easily tell someone, what Jesus has done 
for you? Here is an app that can help you with the gospel side of these questions—Jesus at the 
Door, or you could watch this video for another way of presenting the gospel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYU-a2wIbxc



What life was like before you met Jesus. Include how you felt.

How you met Jesus.

What life is like for you now. How have things changed since coming to know Christ?

Ask God for opportunities to share your story and Jesus’ story with people around you. 

Pray for people you know who don’t know Christ. 

Ask for their salvation and for God to bring many witnesses for Christ into their lives. 

Ask God to protect them from evil and to reveal truth to them. 

Ask that their lives without Christ would no longer satisfy them and that they would hunger to 
know God.

APPLICATION
Take some time to write out how you got saved. Follow the prompts below.

PRAYER



Self-control, 

Sober-mindedness or clear thinking,  
Love, 

Hospitality without grumbling,

Using the spiritual gifts of prophecy and serving. 

This is not necessarily an exhaustive list but rather a small sample of the many Godly 
characteristics that we exhibit as we live for the will of God.

WORD

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for 
whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the 

flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for 

doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 

parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in 

the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to him who is 

ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to those 

who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit 

the way God does. 7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-

minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love 

covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has 

received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11 whoever 

speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength 

that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:1–11 (ESV)

Living for the will of God as opposed to our own passions is the subject in these verses. As we 
pursue God’s purposes our lives should differ markedly from those who don’t follow Jesus. Peter 
goes on to describe just how the lives of Jesus followers should look. The attributes of Christian 
living that Peter mentions are:



When you look back over your walk with the Lord, what godly characteristics do you think 
have grown in your life?

In what areas do you think you still need to grow?

Thank the Lord for what He has done in your life and ask Him to continue to grow your spiritual 
character. Specifically ask Him to help you in the areas in which you noted you still need to 
grow.

APPLICATION

PRAYER



WORD

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers 

as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for 
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will 

become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s 

will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

1 Peter 4:12–19 (ESV)

The fiery trial that Peter speaks of, may refer to the persecution of Christians under Nero. In this 
persecution, Christians were blamed for the burning of Rome and as a result many were covered 
in tar and used as human torches to light the Roman emperor’s palace.  Peter may have been 
warning his readers that this same persecution could be on its way to them. Alternatively, he 
may have been simply describing the painfulness of trials by comparing them to being burned 
with fire. Whatever the meaning, however, the great promise remains clear: when we are 
maligned or mistreated because we are Christians then the “Spirit of glory and of God” rests on 
us. 

This “Spirit of glory” is the opposite of shame. When Christians suffer for doing good the ridicule or 
abuse they receive may cause them to feel humiliated or embarrassed. Peter is clear: to suffer 
for your faith in Christ is an honour not a humiliation. In such circumstances, God crowns us with 
glory.



Have you ever been humiliated or embarrassed or even harmed because of your faith in Jesus? Describe how 
that felt.

Did you notice at the same time that the Spirit of glory was resting on you? If you did notice, how did that feel?

Bring any times of embarrassment of humiliation that you have experienced in your walk with God 
before Him. 

Ask Him to show you how He was with you, protecting you or vindicating you. 

Pray for someone else who you know has been going through a difficult time because of their faith in 
Christ.

APPLICATION

PRAYER




